CMPT 881
Project Expectations, 2007
A significant percentage of your grade is based on your project and you should take the project component very seriously.

A project involves reading one or more papers on a specific topic. You can work individually or in pairs (in either case this is referred to as a group). Each group should have their project approved by the instructor. Only one group will be allowed to choose one topic (based on a first-come, first-serve basis). Each group will make a presentation and prepare either a report or a poster.

The Presentation:

Each group is required to make an oral presentation of their work on November 29. There will be a sign-up sheet for the presentations. Each member of the group must participate in the presentation. Timing for presentations is as follows:
· 15 minutes for a group of one
· 25 minutes for a group of two
During the presentation the group will summarize the result and present interesting aspect of their paper(s). Groups are not required to present all material within their project. 

Report or Poster:

A group is required to either submit a report or make a poster summarizing the papers they have read. This must address the following points:

· What problem is being addressed? Why is it significant? Place the paper(s) in context with other papers in the literature.

· What are the main techniques used to address the problem? This should be a high-level description of the key steps to solving the problem. Be sure to explain the algorithmic content of the solution.

· What conclusions did the authors draw?
· How would you extend this work? In particular, state some next steps that would follow from this paper.

Some other considerations:

1. Some students like to try and extend the papers they have read. While it may be difficult in the scope of this project to make actual progress, you should indicate what you have tried. This will be taken into account in the marking.

2. Your group may choose to implement algorithms they have read or ones they have developed. You may be asked to demonstrate your code by the TA.

Grading:

Your grade is based on a combination of all work you do on the project (presentation, report/poster, computer program if applicable, etc). Each student in a group will receive a separate grade for their presentation but a combined grade will be awarded for the remainder of the project. Pairs are expected to do a commensurate amount of additional work on the project (this will be taken into account in the marking). Your grade will be based on:

· Difficulty of the topic

· Clarity of your presentation

· Writing (spelling, grammar, etc)

· Oral presentation

· Appropriateness of next steps and extensions (if any)

· Computer programs (if there are any)

Due Date:
Your report is due by December 3rd at the MITACS office (you can drop it with the secretary). If your report is not received by that date and you have not received explicit permission to submit it later then it will be assigned a score of 0.

