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Quality Excellent Skilled Substandard 

Content 
Magnitude Tells a story from the sizes of the 

values, telling what the similarities 
and differences imply. 

Emphasizes the sizes of values as 
indicator of important similarities and 
differences. 

Presents values with little regard for the 
story suggested by their sizes. 

Articulation Summarizes values well—captures 
big principles, notes important 
qualifications, but deliberately 
leaves out small variation. 

Summarizes values into big 
principles but fails to qualify them 
OR only lists qualifications. 

Weak arrangement of values into 
important principles. 

Generality Applies values to wide range of 
phenomena and possible 
applications. 

Applies values to some phenomena 
and applications. 

Leaves values close to context in which 
they were gathered. 

Interestingness Connects values to outcomes of high 
interest to this audience. 

Mild or indirect connection to 
outcomes, or outcomes only 
moderately interesting. 

Bare values with few to no implications. 

Credibility By presenting values in context of 
how they were gathered, draws 
implications for repeatability and 
generality of values. 

Values partly connected to how they 
were gathered, some implications 
drawn. 

Little to no consideration of how the 
way the values were gathered affects 
their usefulness. 

Source of MAGIC criteria: Abelson, R. P. (1995). Statistics as principled argument. Mahweh, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, pp. 12–14. 


